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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

This study aimed to investigate the effects of individual and group games on social skills and self-
efficacy in children with developmental coordination disorder (DCD).

Methods

A quasi-experimental pre-test-post-test design with three groups (individual games, group games, and
control) was employed. The study population consisted of children aged 89 years with DCD in
Mashhad, Iran. Forty-five participants were recruited and randomly assigned to the three groups after
obtaining written consent. The Persian version of the Developmental Coordination Disorder
Questionnaire, the Movement Assessment Battery for Children (MABC-2), the Vineland Social
Maturity Scale, and the Children's Self-Efficacy Scale in Interaction with Peers were used as
measurement tools. Pre-tests were conducted before the intervention, which consisted of 8 weeks of
group or individual games, delivered twice weekly for 45 minutes per session. Post-tests were
administered after the intervention.

Results

The results indicated that both individual and group game interventions significantly improved social
development and self-efficacy in children with DCD (p < 0.05). However, group games were more
effective than individual games and the control group in enhancing these outcomes (p < 0.05).
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Conclusion

The findings suggest that group games are more effective than individual games in improving social
skills and self-efficacy in children with DCD. These results highlight the importance of incorporating
group-based activities into therapeutic and coaching programs for children with DCD to foster social
development and self-efficacy.
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